THE    GOLDEN    AGE

Russia, Hungary, having herself but recently
thrown off a Bolshevik regime, wanted to hasten
to her aid, and would have done so but for the
refusal of the newly-created Czechoslovak Republic
to give passage to the Magyar troops. This refusal
became a sore point in subsequent Polish-Czecho-
slovak relations, for the Poles could never forget
the indirect aid which Czechoslovakia had thus
rendered to Russia. The Poles were also angered
by a statement made by Thomas Masaryk, Libera-
tor and first President of Czechoslovakia, to the
British Minister, Lord D'Abernon. Yet history
shows that if the Poles had a great deal in common
with the Hungarians, the Czechs had also been
closely linked with Hungary in the past. The two
countries once had a King in common, Matthias
Corvinus (1443-1490), the legendary hero who
was King of Hungary and, from 1469, also
King of Bohemia, and who occupied Vienna
and <Styria and fought gloriously against the
Turks.

But this link between the two peoples was not
sufficient as a basis for friendly relations between
the two countries; no Hungarian Government
could forget the Hungarian territories annexed to
Czechoslovakia by the Treaty of Trianon, Hun-
* gary's revisionist ambitions, so strongly supported"
in England by Lord Rothermere, continued to
grow in intensity from then until 1938, when they
played such a decisive role in the re-shaping of
Europe* Yet Dr. Eduard Benes, as Chechoslovakian
Minister for Foreign Affairs, made every effort to